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22 Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude:  Ще не вмерла України (Ukrainian National Anthem), Mykhailo Verbystsky, arr. Daniel Light 

*Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 1)

Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord.
Our joy is found in the love of God and neighbor.
Come, let us be nourished by the Living Water.
Together, we will worship the One who enables us to thrive.
			✧
*Hymn No. 12: I sing the Mighty Power of God

I sing the mighty power of God
that made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad,
and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
the sun to rule the day;
The moon shines full at God's command,
and all the stars obey.

I sing the goodness of our God
that filled the earth with food;
God formed the creatures with a word,
and then pronounced them good.
Oh, how your wonders are displayed,
where'er I turn my eye:
If I survey the ground I tread,
or gaze upon the sky!

On earth there's not a plant or flower
but makes your glories known.
The clouds arise and spread their showers
by order from your throne.
All life is but a gift from you
and ever in your care;
Wherever people gather, you,
O God, are present there.
✧
Prayer of Confession  (seated)      	
Merciful God,
creator of all that is, seen and unseen,
our delight is in your word
and we have a deep sense of your presence
when we allow it to fill our lives night and day.
For the times when we listen to the advice
of those who rebel against you,
Lord have mercy.
For those times when we can be found with those who scorn,
Christ have mercy.
We experience your blessings
like a tree that is planted beside a never-failing stream
For those times when we do not bear the fruits of your abundance,
Lord have mercy.
Merciful God, 
renew us by your nurture and blessing,
so that we may prosper in your ways.
Watch over us,
so that the ways of the wicked pass from us. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
P: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Gloria No. 756 	 (see inside back of hymnal)

Message for All Ages: What’s happening with the Search?

Choir Anthem: Great Trees, by Wendell Barry and Peter Amidon	

Prayers of the People
L: May the Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
· Joys and Concerns
· Silence
· Pastoral Prayer
· The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And let us not fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Scripture Lessons : 
Leviticus 19 : 1-2, 15-18	Matthew 22 :34-46			

*Hymn No.435 Each Winter as the Year grows Older
Each winter as the year grows older,
We each grow older too.
The chill sets in a little colder;
The verities we knew
Seem shaken and untrue.

When race and class cry out for treason,
When sirens call for war,
They overshout the voice of reason
And scream till we ignore
All we held dear before.

Yet I believe beyond believing,
That life can spring from death:
That growth can flower from our grieving;
That we can catch our breath
And turn transfixed by faith.

So even as the sun is turning
To journey to the north,
The living flame, in secret burning,
Can kindle on the earth
And bring God's love to birth.

O Child of ecstasy and sorrows,
O Prince of peace and pain,
Brighten today's world by tomorrow's,
Renew our lives again;
Lord Jesus, come and reign!

Sermon: The Greatest Commandment(s)			

Offertory: Change My Heart, O God—Eddie Espinosa, arr. Chuck Sinclair

*Doxology	
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
		Praise God, all creatures here below.
		Praise God for all that Love has done.
		Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.
*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn No. 436 God of Grace and God of Glory
God of grace and God of glory,
On your people pour your power.
Crown your ancient church’s story,
Bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.


From the evil that surround us,
And assail the Savior’s ways.
From the fears that long have bound us,
Free our hearts for faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the living of these days,
For the living of these days. 

Cure your children’s warring madness,
Bend our pride to your control.
Shame our reckless, selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal.

Set our feet on lofty places,
Gird our lives that they may be,
Armored with all Christ-like graces,
In the fight to set us free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
In the quest for liberty,
In the quest for liberty.

Save us from weak resignation,
To the evils we deplore.
Let the search for your salvation,
Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving you whom we adore,
Serving you whom we adore.

Commissioning and Benediction

Postlude: If we only have love–Jacques Brel, with English words by Mort Shuman and Eric Blau

✠
*indicates that all who are able shall stand
Please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments downstairs following the worship service.
✠

Worship Participants
Musician: Eric Robinson	Worship Leader: Adrienne Major 
Deacon: Sue Venman 		Trustees: Guy Payne, chair
Ministers to the World: The Congregation



Church and Community Notes  

We continue to search for a settled pastor.  As we wait, please reach out to a deacon—Charlotte Gifford, Lee Crocker, Adrienne Major, Sue Venmen, Lee Crocker, Ray Huessey for spiritual guidance and direction.  They can refer you to the pastoral care of Shawn Bracebridge. 
 
Upcoming Events:
October 31: Westminster West Town Halloween Party at the Grange—Potluck munchies, music and a reading of “The Ballad of Sam McGee”
November 1: All Saints Day service, Janet Langdon, preacher. Candle lighting ceremony in remembrance of the Saints in our lives who have passed away.
November 8: Gabriela De Golia preaching
November 15: Dan Toomey preaching

✧Attributions: 
· Call to worship written by Amy Loving, and posted on The Worship Closet website. http://worshipcloset.com/
· Confession © Jeff Shrowder 2000.
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