Westminster West Congregational Church
September 20, 2026
17th after Pentecost
Welcome and Announcements
Time of Gathering
Prelude: Let There Be Peace on Earth - Jill Jackson-Miller & Sy Miller, arr. Gene Roberson

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 145: 1-5)

The Holy One is here in this community of faith:  
Great is our God and greatly to be praised!      
Let us bless the Holy Name forever and ever
Great is our God and greatly to be praised!      
Let us meditate on God’s wondrous works
Great is our God and greatly to be praised!
Let us bless and praise God’s name forever and ever     
Great is our God and greatly to be praised! 

~ from Hold on to Faith: Service Prayers for the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, written by The Rev. Catherine Rolling.

Opening Hymn: #4 Joyful Joyful we adore Thee
1 Joyful, joyful, we adore You,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,
Op'ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
2 All Your works with joy surround You,
Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays,
Stars and angels sing around You,
Center of unbroken praise;
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Teach us what our praise should be!
3 You are giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother
All who love belong to you;
Teach us how to love each other,
By that love our joy renew.
4 Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Boundless love is reigning o’er us,
Reconciling race and clan.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Faithful in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.
Time of Confession and Prophetic Action
Prayer of Confession:
 It seems we cannot decide, Cloud of Glory.
We say we will live to serve others,
but end up meeting only our needs.
We claim to live in a way that honors Christ,
but we do not take him to work, school, home.
We believe that the gospel can transform lives,
(at least, for those who need it - not us).
Forgive us, Presence of Peace.
Instead of grumblers,
may we be ambassadors of grace.
Instead of continual complaining,
may we carry compassion to the hurting.
Instead of whiners,
may we be workers with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 
to reach out and bring the kingdom of God to everyone we meet.  	Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon:
This is the good news: 
there is no ranking in God's kingdom. 
God graces everyone with the same gifts: 
mercy, restoration, new life.
God has kept the covenant. 
We have been forgiven, 
we have been made new people.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
    
Gloria:  #756 in the NC, sung in a round

Time of Prayer

L: May the Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
Silent and Spoken Prayer
Lord’s Prayer:
Our [Father/Mother/Creator] who art in Heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Let us not fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Time of Reading & Reflection

Gospel: Matthew 20: 1-16				
Hymn: #23. There is a Wideness in God’s Mercy
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
which is more than liberty.
There’s no place where earthly sorrows
are more felt than in God’s heaven;
there’s no place where earthly failings 
have such kindly judgment given.

For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of our minds;
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful,
we would gladly trust God’s word;
and our lives would show thanksgiving
for the goodness of our God.
Sermon/Reflection:  Measureless Grace

Time of Offering 

Offertory: Quietude #5 in E Major - James Michael Stevens
Doxology: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.
Dedication 
Time of Commissioning

Closing Hymn: #563. We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky
We cannot own the sunlit sky, the moon, 
the wild-flowers growing,
For we are part of all that is within life’s river flowing.
With open hands receive and share 
the gifts of God’s creation,
That all may have abundant life 
in every earthly nation.

When bodies shiver in the night 
and weary wait for morning,
When children have no bread but tears, 
and war horns sound their warning.
God calls humanity to awake, 
to join in common labor,
That all may have abundant life, 
oneness with their neighbor.

God calls humanity to join 
as partners in creating 
a future free from want or fear, 
Life’s goodness celebrating, 
that new world beckons from afar, 
Invites our shared endeavor 
that all might have abundant life
and peace endure forever.

Benediction and Commissioning
Postlude: Light of a Clear Blue Morning - Dolly Parton






Church and Community Notes
We continue to search for a settled pastor.  As we wait, please reach out to a deacon—Charlotte Gifford, Lee Crocker, Adrienne Major, Sue Venmen, Lee Crocker, Ray Huessey for spiritual guidance and direction.  They can refer you to the pastoral care of Shawn Bracebridge.  
Upcoming Services:

September 27: Karen Blanchard preaching; Fred Gray, musician
October 4: David Mulholland preaching; Seth Phoenix, musician; Blessing of the Animals





